|7 Quick Start Guide

Welcome!

Creating accurate estimates for remodeling and

renovation projects is easy with CostEstimator.com.

This Quick Start Guide will walk you through the
11 simple steps for creating an accurate estimate.
Let’s get started!

Remember, we're always available

If you have any questions, always feel free to
contact us at support@hometechonline.com.

Step 1: Login
Login at http://www.CostEstimator.com. Simply

type in your E-Mail address and password, and
click on the Start Estimating button. (FIGURE 1)

Step 2: Create a new project

On the Welcome to Cost Estimator screen, click on
the words “click here” in the first paragraph on the
right to go to the Current Projects Page link. Then,
click on the New Project button on the top right
to start a new project. (FIGURE 2)

Step 3: Enter project information

You should at least fill out the Title, but you can
always fill in more of the fields later,and click on
the Submit button. (FIGURE 3)
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Give Cost Estimator a try for EREE (cick hers) !

Cost Estimator is the newest way to estimate using the Internet. Simply enter your password
and estimate. There is no software to load, no long learing curve. And it's affordable too - only
$15 2 month! Powered by HomaTech Cost Data, you'll gat COSES SPAcfic to your area, updated
virtually in real-time.

Click here for a free 30-day
no_ obligation trial!

CostEstimator
(no credit card required!)

Log-In To Cost Estimator!

Bookmark this page!

Add this page to your favorites or
bookmarks to easily return
and log into the Cost Estimator.

ubscriber Log-In
E-Mail:
Password:

Windows Users: Hit Control + "D’

_ Save my log-in Info.

Forgot your password?

Click here If you've 105t your
password and can't Iog In

FIGURE 1

HomeTechOnline.com Welcome To
Cost Estimator

Note: The links bolow will open
N a new browser window. Close

the new window to retumn to George Jones
Cost Estimator. .
Jones Construction

Residential You have 4 current projects.
Remodeling: Your last estimating activity was

Forecast of Changes into  4/23/2006.

the Next Century

by Walt Stosppelwerth I you're ready to get startd I’
to go to the Current Projects Ngge

Estimating Articles .
by Mike Gorman Or take our Guided Tour for a quick
overview of how to create an estimate.

Lead Carpenter For maore Information about unit cost

Concept estimating, read these articles.
by Walt Stoeppelwerth  , £conomics of the Business

« Basic Estimating Tips

Selling! = Different Types of Estimating
by Mike Gorman + The Unit Pricing Concept
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Project: Untitled
Project Infa \dd Ite: i

Click on the Submit bar below to save any
changes that you make.

Title: Untifed
Description:

Client:

Address 1:

Address 2:

City:

State:

Zipcode:

Day
Telephone:
Night
Telephone:
Fax:
E-Mail:

FIGURE 3
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Step 4: Go to the Add Items tab to add project
cost items

You will notice tabs across the top of the page titled c':jl:}!(}:%gii:;’:n
Project Info, Add Items, Cost Sheet, and Bid Sheet.

To start adding items to your estimate, click on the T} CostEstimator © &

Add Items tab. (FIGURE 4) Project: New faftysgom for Ed and Mary Wallace

Step 5: Understanding the Add Items tab

This is the screen where you select the items that ; PECIFICATIONS | UNIT 111 aow | 1oTaL Profject HO.
. . 1 REMODELING AND RENOVATION WORK
go into your estimate. puans 210

N\ PERMITS

In addition to bulding pernat fee, Cost and price are based on
total amount of job and includes:

Foundation plans, floor plans, elavations, sections, as required

On the left side is a listing of the divisions in the

# Search for On-site survey & measurements by designer

database. There are 25 divisions, or sections, e IE—
. . . My :
organized in the logical order that you would oo S| (= =t 55 estimate

Items PER $1,000 = Per $1,000 of total job cost (contractor's cost) of
job price (price to customer)

build a project.

EA $0.00 $200.00 $200.00 0000

PER
1000, $0.00 $10.00/ $1080 g
o

28dition to bulding permit fee, Cost and prce 3
al amount of job and includes:

1. PLANS AND
PERMITS

@ 2. TEAR-OUT

The open book logo (for Plans and Permits) on the
top left represents the section in which you are cur-
rently working. On the right side are the database
items and costs for the section of the cost book that
you're in. Notice the seven column headings at the
top. SPECIFICATIONS is the description of the work
to be done. UNIT is the unit of measurement -

SF = square feet, LF = linear feet, CF = cubic feet,

EA = each, etc. (FIGURE 4)

3,

EXCAVATION
@ 4. CONCRETE
@ 5. MASONRY
@ 6. FLOOR
FRAMING
@ 7. WALL
FRAMING
8. ROOF
FRAMING

fndation plans, floor plans, elevations, sections, as required
site survey & measurements by designer

hferanvea with or approval of plans by owner
.00 $600.00 |$600.00 0002

List of all cost
book sections: |:%0| $55.00| $55.00 B | .0003
4

click on any [ee. Cost and price are based on

section to open FIGURE 4

Step 6: Add items to your Cost Sheet

On the right side, you will see Add buttons for each

item you want in your estimate. Click on the Add E’:::::::"" e LECUING AND

button for items you want to add to your estimate. © 2. TEAR-OUT | SPECIFICATIONS uar|, PUIEDER'S COSY add to irem
(Note that some items will automatically add setup N s cch Con Extimat - 5 |

costs to your cost sheet.) (FIGURE 4) o oo | [ W e
A popup box will be presented for you to enter the . “5‘3” - 351','55'?'5535«51?5" -

quantity or amount for the item. Enter the number O et W e ity o ot 2 B Lo
and click on Submit. You can always change the E o P SES
quantity later. NOTE that you may have to enlarge @ oo’ e i o =
the popup box (to see the Submit button) by click- @ Teamoer
ing and holding the bottom right corner and then @ Tewour |ome b, I ooce
dragging down or to the right. (FIGURE 5) FIGURE 5

Work your way down the estimate by clicking on
each desired division title on the left (e.g. Tear-out,
Excavation, Concrete, etc.). Note that the divisions
are listed in order on the bottom left portion of the
Add Items tab. (FIGURE 4)
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Step 7: Review and edit costs and quantities

After adding all items you want to your estimate, click on the
Cost Sheet tab at the top. The cost sheet shows all the items
you have selected and any quantities you have entered. It
also automatically calculates the costs for each item, and
displays a selling price at the bottom. (FIGURE 6)

On the Cost Sheet you can also change quantities. Be sure to
click on the Recalculate button at the bottom to recalculate
and save any changes as you make changes.

Step 8: Review markup

While in the Cost tab, take a look at the Markups % line near the
bottom of the page. We have entered a 50% markup for both
materials and labor. You can enter any percentage you choose.
The Project Selling Price listed is the direct costs plus the
markup. The Gross Profit amount shown is the total amount

of markup. (FIGURE 6)

Remove

Roquired

Total
Cost

Selling
Price

Pans & 1 EA $0.00  $200.00  $200.00  $300.00
Permits feoir |

Material  Labor
Cost Cost

plem  Description  Qty Unit

1.0000

1.0001 |Plans & 2| per $0.00 | $20.00| $20.00  $30.00

Permits $1000
ncludes §

por

thousand

2.0000 |Excavate (/100 CF $0.00 | $191.00 |$191.00 | $286.50
dirt, gravel

or topsoil

7.0000 (2% x4 352 SF | $306.24 | $334.40 | $640.64 | $960.96
framad

bearing wall

18.0011 $140.80 | $436.48 | $577.28 | $865.92

1/2° gypsum | 352 SF

drywall new
work

Labor
Cost
$1,181.88
50 [ 50 6%
$590.94

$814.90 © 33.33%

FIGURE 6

Step 9: Print reports

New family room for Ed and Mary Wallace

While in the Cost Sheet, simply
click on the Print Cost Summary
button at the bottom to see all

Subtotals:
Markups %:
Markups §:

Cost Sheet Summary

Materials

$447.04

$223.52

Labor Total
Cost Cost Cost
$1,181.88 $1,628.92
50% 50 % 50 %
$590.94 $814.46

of your totals for the project.

Project Selling Price:
Gross Profit

You can then print the report

$2,443.38
$814.46 = 3333%

directly to your browser
(File/Print) to get a copy of your sheet. (FIGURE 7)

The Cost Detail button at the bottom of the Cost Sheet tab

will print all of your direct costs and selling price for each item.
This is a great report for tracking actual job costs, and planning
budgets.

Step 10: Review Bid Sheet summary

Click on the Bid Sheet tab. The cost summary will show all your
totals for the project. If you want to make any changes, go back
to Add Items or Cost Sheet to make the desired changes or
additions. (FIGURE 8)

Step 11: Print Bid Sheet

At the bottom of the Bid Sheet tab, you can click on the Print
Bid Sheet button. This report shows all the long specifications
and quantities your customer will receive.You can change
quantities on this screen as well. It lists what you are going to
do, item by item, in great detail. The only costs or prices listed
is the Project Total at the end of the estimate.

FIGURE 7
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Project: New family room for Ed and Mary Wallace

Q Cost Sheet Bid Sheet

Description

Quantity Unit
2| PER
$1000

ALL REMODELING AND RENOVATION
WORK:

In addition to building permit fee.
Cost and price are based on total
amount of job and includes:

Foundation plans, floor plans,
elevations, sections, as required

On-site survey & measurements by
designer

Does not include conferences with or
approval of plans by owner
EA = total job

PER $1,000 = Per $1,000 of total job
cost (contractor's cost) or job price
(price to customer)

Plans & Permits includes $ per
thousand

EXCAVATION: 100 CF
Hand-digging and placing dirt in

wheelbarrow or on ground next to

excavation. Excavation not over 6

FIGURE 8




